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Happy Independence Day!
From Good Shepherd Center
Celebrating 71 years of Service

The Gift of Service
Back in 1999, when I retired from the University of New
Mexico, my wife told me that I had to do something useful with my spare time. My time turned out to be less
“spare” than expected, but Mary Frances was right. With
little thought, I decided to do volunteer work for the
homeless. At the time no one was more ignorant about
homelessness than I was.

tlement, respite care, and transitional/temporary residency) plus overnight housing for an additional 25 clients.
Residents are provided all meals, laundry facilities, clothing, toiletry articles, OTC medical supplies, and mail service. Counselors and Case Managers work with clients to
solve chemical dependency problems and to find employment and permanent housing. And the Center provides over 600 meals a week to nonresident, low-income
I started my search for a workplace by visiting all of the men, women, and children. That makes close to 100,000
homeless shelters in town. I won’t name them, but I was meals a year served to residents and nonresidents.
shocked by what I saw—mistreated residents, dirty accommodations, unfriendly and scary surroundings. Then, Why do I do this? I do interesting work with a highly talI visited the Good Shepherd Center, where Brother Bill ented staff and exceptionally friendly clientele in a welshowed me around. I was amazed. Residents were treat- coming and safe environment to help the homeless and
ed like people. Floors were scrubbed several times a day. indigent and to improve the city in which I live. Who
And clients and staff leaned over backwards to ensure a wouldn’t do that?
safe and friendly environment. Brother Bill told me he
—Dr. BobTapscott
would never provide accommodations that he would not
use himself. In June 1999 I started volunteering at the
Good Shepherd Center, and, except for a COVID year
off, have been there ever since.
I started at the front desk, where I met dozens of homeless each day. Then I drove the van to pick up donations.
Next I handled anything having to do with computers–
client service records, financial accounts, proposal and
report writing, a portion of which I still do today. And I
served 16 years on the Board of Directors.
I learned a lot during my 22 years at the Center. When I
first started, I was convinced that I could solve the problem of homelessness with job training and education. I
was wrong, Wrong, WRONG. But I did find that we
could solve some of the problem with counseling and
support by a thoughtful, considerate staff. And I originally
thought that Good Shepherd just provided overnight
shelter. Again I was wrong, Wrong,WRONG.At present,
Good Shepherd Center provides 24-hour housing, with
full-time on-site security, for 50 homeless men in the
Center’s various programs (chemical dependency, reset-

Want to Help?

All physical donations may be
made at our location on Iron Ave.

We’re in need of the following items:

Clothing:

Toiletries:

Belts

Travel-Sized Lotion

Shirts

Travel-Sized Deodorant

Pants/Shorts

Travel-Sized Shampoo and Soap

Underwear (new)

Razors and Travel-Sized Shaving Cream

Undershirts/T-Shirts

Toothbrushes and Travel-Sized Toothpaste

Foods Most In Need:
BOTTLED WATER!

Rice

Canned Tuna and Meat

Spaghetti

Canned and Dried Beans

Powdered Milk

Canned Vegetables and Tomatoes

Coffee (ground or instant)

Founded in 1951 by Brother Mathias Barrett, Good Shepherd Center is a 501
(c)3 nonprofit mission of the Hospitaller Order of St. John of God, province of
the Good Shepherd in North America. All donations are tax deductible.

We at Good Shepherd Center respect the privacy of our friends and benefactors. Our database and mailing
lists remain private and confidential. We do not sell, trade, or share these lists outside the Good Shepherd
Center organization.
If you would like to receive newsletters via email, or if you would like to direct others to the newsletter,
please visit our website.
gsc@gscnm.org
gscnm.org
(505) 243-2527
Facebook.com/gscnm.org

218 Iron Ave SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102

The Whereabouts of God
As most of our readers know, Good Shepherd
Center offers a recovery program for men with
addictions. One of the most essential components
of the program consists of classes and group
sessions. Some time ago during one of these
sessions the eleven men participating were asked
to share thoughts on what they feel led them into
an addictive lifestyle. Not surprisingly, the
discussion led to a very long series of responses. In
some situations one or both parents had problems
with substance abuse. One man felt that after his
parents separated when he was fourteen he
became depressed and found comfort in drugs
which were easily obtained in his neighborhood
and at school. Others fell into using as a way of
making friends and being accepted in various
groups. Some admitted that it was just for the hell
of it and never thought of how serious the
consequences would be.
After about thirty minutes of sharing, one young
man stated that, although he too is an addict, as he
heard the stories it occurred to him to wonder,

“Where is God in all of this?” In recovery groups
God is often referred to as The Higher Power. As
the group conversation continued, some
astounding thoughts and ideas were shared. One
fellow said, “God can do anything so I guess I can
get well.” Another said that his dad told him to
pray and ask God for help. One man shared that
his sister was cured of cancer. A loud voice in the
back of the room said, “God helps those who help
themselves.” Another said with his efforts and the
help of God he hopes to get his wife and two
children back.
When I was a child I went to Catholic school and
the Sister shared many things about God. One of
the many answers to the question as to the
whereabouts of God was “God is everywhere.”
God is in our minds, in our hearts, and in our
soul. During these troubled time may we become
increasingly aware of God’s presence among us
and may peace and love triumph throughout the
world.
—Brother Gerard Sullivan

An Honor to Serve
After spending two years in New Mexico, I had to return to Canada at the height of the pandemic. It
wasn’t until November 2021 that I was able to return. I really enjoy the community in Albuquerque and
the ministries we are engaged in that reach out to the growing number who are homeless and hungry, as
well as men in our voluntary drug rehab program who are open to heal and recover from addictions.
Although I see every day a lot of poverty and chaos in the city, I also feel privileged to see a different side
to the social problems that ravage these streets. It’s an honor to witness firsthand the positive changes and
growth in the men who complete the Fresh Start and/or Reestablishment Programs after months of hard
work and effort on their part. Even if only in a small way, I’m able to journey with people from all walks
of life—each with his own story—who strive to mend and improve their lives. Success usually comes
with small steps and in small doses, but the reward in the end is colossal!
—Michael Botermans

Keily House—A Plea for Upgrades
Since its construction in 1896, Keily House has
been a fixture in the neighborhood. It had served
as a boarding house, hotel, private residence, and
apartments before its purchase by the Little
Brothers of the Good Shepherd in 1952. It currently serves our Fresh Start Substance Treatment
Program where many men have stayed with us to
go back into the world in a safe and stable life.
Small upgrades have been made over the years,
but one thing that remains woefully inadequate is
the electrical system.
As you can imagine, a house wired for basic lighting and small utilities is ill-equipped to handle the
electrically intensive use of today. While it currently can support most needs, we have had to restrict certain high-usage items to prevent tripping
breakers in the system.

possible and provide a more safe environment for
our guests in the Fresh Start Substance Treatment
Program.
Keily House has a rich history in the community
and we intend to keep that history moving forward with updates to current standards capable of
handling this digital age.
If you would like to designate your donation specifically for the Keily House Electrical Renovation, please indicate it on your check or via a
note.
Thank you for your support!

Knowing the history of the system and how many
times it must have been pieced together, it is now
time for a complete overhaul of the system to
bring it up to our needs in 2022.
But we need your help urgently!
The electrical system renovation comes at a high
cost, but is a necessary project. It is with the generous help from people like you that can make this

Keily House in 2019

Thank You for Your Support!
The quality of life for the people served at Good Shepherd Center would be greatly
diminished without the support of generous friends within the local community:

To The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints To Costco who provides us produce, baked goods,
Bishops’ Storehouse for their generous donation of and other items.
food and goods.
To all who have provided food and goods to
To the Elks Lodge #361 of Albuquerque for their support to fulfil our ministry.
generous donation toward our mission
To our individual and corporate sponsors who join
To Baca’s Trees for their continued support.
us in providing services those most in need.

Book of Life
We pray for our community every day, especially for:

Rest in Peace:

Special Intentions: For Health:

Alberto Ulibarri
Mary Herman
Bill Kelly
Adrian R. Gonzales
Bill Odneal
Mike Andazola
Ed Cox
Karen Rangel

Ernest Dorko

For prayer requests:

gsc@gscnm.org

Rachel Titman
Roger Homrich
Jonathan D. and Family
Evelyn and James Sencholl
Barbara and Alton Bertschinger

Or submit a request online at:

www.gscnm.org/contact-us

From the Donations Desk
Hi there! This is your friendly Donations Manager. It
has been my honor to help Good Shepherd sort
through all of the wonderful gifts that you have so
generously given since I started in 2019.

Whether through direct donations of a case of bottles, or monetary donation to be put to use for water,
we appreciate your support of our mission to aid
those most in need.

Throughout the years, and especially during the pandemic, you, our donors, have been generous in sharing with those less fortunate in our community. At a
time when more and more people have been pushed
to the margins of society, the homeless and addicted,
there is even more need for Good Shepherd Center’s
help.

Many thanks!

I am often asked what we need most, and in the middle of summer I can wholeheartedly say: WATER!
Our guests on the street rely on us for lifesaving hydration during the hot days when there is no other
option for them to find help. It is amazing how
thankful our guests are for a simple bottle of water. In
triple-digit heat it doesn’t take long for dehydration
to become deadly.

—Heather Mattax, Donations Manager

